
Westmoor PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, October 7th, 2020 from 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm 

Via ZOOM 
 

 
Welcome and Call to Order – meeting was called to order at 6:31pm 
 
The attendees were:  Michelle Nicholls, DeShawn Arms, Heather Mingay, Si Shi, Andrew Pipito, Claire 
Jeppsen, Susan Sholty, Laura Oberdorf, Jackie Earley, Kelly Parikh, Lindsey Baker, Priya Chadha, Mara 
Corush, Kasia Plewa, Mary Sturgill, Noha Ekdawi, Debbie Roever, Laura Fox, Emily Nyblad, Alissa Rogers, 
Michelle Maer, Eve Pfanzelter, Sheila Rossi, and Sarah Fink. 
 
Approval of Sept Meeting Minutes- Motion to approve by Jackie Early, seconded by Katherine Griffith.  
Minutes are archived on our Westmoorpto.com website under “More Info”, then “Meeting Minutes.”  
 
 
PTO President’s Remarks- Ena Chang 

1. Thank You’s: 
• Mara Corush for running Dine ‘n Share for Dairy Queen (we made $100), Josh’s ($60) & Grill 

House ($235) so far.  And, thank you to all the families who supported these Dine’n Share 
fundraisers for the Westmoor PTO.  Next one is Sarpino’s, which is all of next week, all day, 
Mon-Fri, carry-out & delivery.  When you mention Westmoor 20% will go to our PTO. 

• Mara Corush for running the Box Tops for Education Program, first collection is underway 
now. We can arrange for pickup from your house or drop off, if you prefer, if you still have 
physical boxtops.  It will be the last time we are collecting/mailing in physical boxtops. 
   

2. Key Upcoming Dates 
• Halloween parties on Friday, 10/30- Due to the last minute decision to have parties, we will 

be asking for Class Party Dues of $5/child to cover all 3 parties (Halloween, Holiday & 
Valentine’s Day).  The PTO also contributes the other half, as budget is $3/kid/per party.  This 
can be purchased in the same place where you paid your dues and purchased birthday signs 
& spiritwear, www.westmoorpto.com 

• The Holiday Virtual Shop will take place in November.  The current date is set for Nov. 13th. 
 

 
Principal’s Report-  Mary Sturgill 

1. Please sign up for your parent conference time slot.  You may go to the Westmoor website and you will 
see a link where you can sign up. 

2. Map assessment reports will be sent home via email around the last week of October. 
3. Thank you to the room parents for excellent communication with our Westmoor families!    

 
PTO Council Updates- Ena Chang  
What the Council Does: 
The PTO Council serves as a liaison between the PTOs at each of the four district schools. The Council 
coordinates the publication of the district-wide calendar and the student directory App. It also supports a variety 
of programs, such as the Kenya Sister School, HOH Scholarships, the HOH 5K Run-Walk-Obstacle Course, 
and the Gift Card Plus Program. 
 
Updates from Larry Hewitt, D28 Superintendent 

o 884 Elementary K-5 students In School & 260 students Remote (71% / 29%) 
o 461 NBJH 6-8 In School & 144 Remote (69% / 31%) 
o 3 Positive Infections in 7 weeks is a success in his opinion & points to the fact that masks are 

working. 
o Nov. 10-17th, a survey will be sent out for second semester – the survey is being sent out a few 

weeks earlier than expected to prepare for any deviations from the 70%-30% current 
classification.  A change in either direction would mean changes in staffing, remote or in person 



and it could mean location changes to keep the social distance parameters.  For example, if the 
class is at capacity with 15 students, and you have 5 more kids wanting to come back to in-
person learning, that will most likely mean a classroom location change.  Or, it could mean 2 
classes of 10.  No matter what the survey brings, all of the schools in D28 are physically 
capable of 100% in school learning. 

o What will this mean in terms of some classes not operating in the traditional manner, for 
example: Phys Ed class will be different if the gyms are being used as an area to teach a larger 
class. 

o Schools are preparing to be ready for the cold weather.  The gyms or multi-purpose rooms are 
currently filled with excess furniture that had to be moved from classrooms in order to spread 
out the in-learning students.  These will be moved to storage pods.  Westmoor’s is already 
cleared as our school was a test to see how many Pods it would occupy.   

o During the pandemic in spring, the state of Illinois received a federal waiver to skip the 
standardized testing.  This did not happen in the Fall.  As far as standardized testing goes for 
Westmoor, MAPS tests are currently underway and being completed.  We will have results at 
the end of the month as students are still taking the tests. 

o For Reading standardized test, Fountas & Pinnell has traditionally been used which is a very 
labor intensive administered test.  Due to the social distancing guidelines, a new assessment 
test: Ames(?) is being considered that is not as intensive – ie: the teacher being so near/close to 
the child for a long period of time. 

• Gift Card Plus (or some similar version of Gift Cards Plus) will run again.  This is a Fundraiser for the 
PTO Council where a percentage of the gift cards you purchase goes to the PTO Council. 

• District wide calendar that you get in the beginning of the year is not being printed this year due to the 
pandemic. 

• Planning for Cheers to 28 (held every other year, and, it is supposed to be this January), is a district 
wide Parent Evening Fundraiser that was held in January and raised about $5K per school in D28.  
This fundraiser will most likely not occur this year due to the pandemic. 

• Re-continuing work with a consultant (the talks had started in 2018) to identify “What Does Diversity, 
Equity (or Equality?) & Inclusion” mean to D28 in terms of the definition & philosophy that will influence 
hiring practices, curriculum.  Plans to include parent input.  

• Sister School in Kenya updates: 
1. A little background about our sister school in Kenya: District 28 adopted a sister school in 

Nairobi Kenya, 15 years ago. The school, Spurgeon’s Academy, is located in a slum and 
educates the most vulnerable of children, grades K-8.   Northbrook students support Spurgeon’s 
Academy through a letter-writing program, donation of school supplies and an annual fundraiser 
called Family Fun Day.  The proceeds from fundraiser will go to help graduating 8th-graders 
attend high school outside the slum, where they can continue their education in a safe 
environment.  

2. Last year’s fundraiser was at Rockin’ Jump in BG on MLK Day – not sure what the fundraiser 
will be this year due to the pandemic. 

3. The kids have not been in school since January and are basically looking to find food as the 
school had provided 2 meals a day. 

 
• With the holidays coming up for Thanksgiving & Winter Break, staff & families need to look at the 

states and countries published that are Level 3, meaning you will need to quarantine 14 days after 
return.  We did determine on this call that Suburban Cook County has a 24 hour rule where if you 
did go to a “hot” state for less than 24 hours, you don’t need to quarantine upon return. 

• An update to the CrisisGo questionnaire will occur soon: There will be a question on whether a 
PERSON in your household has symptoms and is AWAITING Covid-19 test results.  If the answer 
is “yes,” your child needs to stay at home.  This discovery was made accidentally by a nurse at one 
of the schools where the parent w/symptoms was waiting for a test and the kid was sent to school.  
This should not have happened. 

• Update from the Orchestra / Choir Group- surplus funds have been made available to help students 
financially with instrument rentals if needed.  Not surprisingly, enrollment in orchestra and band and 
choir are down, but the plus side is that it is easier to social distance and manage the group who is 



signed up.  Their next (& only) fundraiser will be the sale of Coffee & Wreaths which will be coming 
up soon 

 
PTO Council meetings are held monthly via Zoom at 9 am on the first Tuesday of the month and is open to 
everyone. 
 
Executive Board Updates: VP’s 

• VP:  Jackie Earley 
o If you have anything you would like to post on Facebook let Jackie know. 
o Class party dues button has been added to the PTO website. 

  
• VP Social: Lauren Van Bergen (absent)- updates by Jackie Earley 

o Holiday Bazaar and Service event will take place virtually online. 
o We will use the same company as last year. 
o We will have access to a greater quantity of products! 
o We are proposing the dates of November 4th-14th.  We are awaiting confirmation from the 

company. 
o Students will have the capability of creating a wish list.  “Sir Fun Bear” will virtually help your 

student select gifts.  
o Once your shopping is complete, you have the option of selecting “hide prices” to make the 

shopping experience a little more secretive for the gift giver.  
o Shipping costs are still being determined.   
o No parent or student volunteers will be needed this year since it is not in person.  

 
• VP Fundraising: Susan Sholty 

o Spirit Wear delivery is expected in 2-3 weeks.   
o Distribution will be determined after the apparel arrives. 

 
• VP Programs: Katharine Griffiths  

o We will be discussing ways to have the Science Fair and Stem Night due to the pandemic.  
They will most likely be virtual this school year. 
 

• VP Classroom Activities: Lindsey Baker 
o We are still in need of yearbook volunteers! 
o We’ve had a great response with classroom Halloween parties.  Teachers are excited to have 

parents help with planning/preparation of a Halloween activity.  Several parents shared ideas for 
Halloween party activites:  trivia game, scavenger hunt, individually wrapped craft pumpkin kits, 
individually wrapped goodie bags, etc.   

o After the Halloween class party, we will assess what worked/what didn’t work.  Then we will 
discuss what changes need to be made for the Holiday party next month.  

o Reimbursement forms should be sent to Kelly Parikh. 
 

• Corresponding Secretary: Debbie Roever  
o National Custodian Day- we gave 6 gift cards to thank our custodians for their hard work. 
o Mrs. Baque will begin her maternity leave next week.  
o New Family Liasons- Thank you to Sari Weil and Lisa Newman for reaching out to all of our new 

families.  
o Teacher Appreciation- Tracy Snyder & Sarah Fink are planning parent/teacher conference 

meals for the teachers.   
 

• Treasurer:  Kelly Parikh 
o August Debits- $1,999.40 / Credits- $12, 265.99  
o September Debits- $3,902.03 / Credits- $10,553.34 
o We still have 87 families who have not yet paid PTO dues for the year. 
o 27 staff members have paid PTO dues.   

 



• Recording Secretary: Sarah Fink  
o No updates 

 
Committee Reports 
None 
Adjournment- Motion to adjourn by Lindsey Baker and seconded by Kelly Parikh.  Meeting concluded at 
7:05pm.  

 
Next Meeting: 

Friday, November 13th at 2:15pm 
Via ZOOM 

 


